
THE SNOWFLAKE 
2017/2018 YWC NEWS 

 

Hey Winter Enthusiasts! It’s time to THINK SNOW! 

On behalf of the Yosemite Winter Club Board, I welcome you to celebrate the 89th year of the 
Yosemite Winter Club!  This year, thanks to the support of Yosemite Hospitality, LLC, we of-
fer our members some fine discounts on all winter sports activities and rentals in the park 
PLUS the chance, on November 9, to attend our membership dinner and to swap skis, gear and 
stories with other members. Once again, we will host a raffle that night with the grand prize 
from Herb Bauer Sports in Fresno. Your membership fee supports our youth, ski, snowboard, 
and skate teams in their competitive races and events, provides lessons for the local school 
kids on their ski days at Yosemite Ski and Snowboard Area, and sends local youth to summer 
camps so they can have an amazing experience being coached in their winter sport by, in some 
cases, former Olympic participants. So even if you don’t take advantage of all our membership 
benefits, please know that you are providing amazing snow and ice experiences for our local 
youth. I would like to thank our energetic Board of Directors for their hard work to keep our 
club alive and vibrant, and you, the members, for your steadfast loyalty to the YWC. I recently 
came across a poster that speaks for many of us. 

“Skis are not just pieces of wood, steel and fiberglass. They are tools of escape, a 
medium for personal expression, a way to challenge fears, push limits, and share 
incredible experiences with your friends.” 

So, let’s hope for lots of snow so we can escape into the outdoors to become our best selves! 

A note from our President Phyllis Weber 



HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER 

2017/2018 Membership prices at Kick off Dinner: $25 
adult, $10 kids, $65 family of 4 includes dinner and 
membership. 

Joining the Yosemite Winter Club is a great idea for many rea-
sons. You will not only support winter sports in Yosemite, but 
you will also receive the following membership benefits: 

1. Free admission to the Pray for Snow Party and Gear Swap 
which includes a delicious burrito bar dinner and of course, the 
company of fellow winter sports enthusiasts like you! 

2. 25% discount off lift tickets, season passes, ice skating pass-
es, skate rentals, tubing, cross country rentals and lessons. 

3. 25% off the current early bird price for the ski season 
pass. Between now and the opening day at the Yosemite Ski 
and Snowboard Area , Yosemite Winter Club members can 
get 25% off of the ski season pass. Must be pourchased in 
person at Yosemite Ski and Snowboard Area. 

4. Participate with the Downhill or Freestyle Ski Teams, Hockey 
Team, or Ice Skating program,cross-country ski club including  
Insurance coverage  

5. Participate in winter adventures such as cross-country ski 
group-trips to Ostrander Ski Hut, Glacier Point Ski Hut, or the fa-
mous trans-Sierra. 

6. Special invites and reduced prices for some serious snowy 
socials: Pray for Snow Party, Snow Ball, free admission to 
the Ancient Jocks Race. A fun slalom race for members who 
are 30 or older! 

7. Ability to support youth scholarships - including sponsor-
ing school ski days, ski camps, and awards for art that sup-
ports the spirit of Yosemite in winter! 

8. And our favorite - you're helping to keep the rich 
history of the YWC alive...since 1928!  

Price: Adults $25, must be over 18.  

How do you get your YWC membership card?  

1. Print out your email receipt as proof of your membership. 
ID will be required when claiming any benefits. The receipt will 
always be available in your account history on this website. 

Your Name as shown on your ID  MUST be entered  
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 Yosemite Race Team  

With quite a few rule and equipment changes, the Yosemite Race 
Team is ready to rock this season! Travel racers Brendan Byrne and 
Madison Parker will be looking to find the speed as they begin their 
second season in the U14 division. Moving up this year to U12 is Dyl-
an Parker. He will see the most notable change in that U12's will now 
be required to race taller gates instead of the stubbies. Our awesome 
D-Team coaches Brad Stegge and Christy Hurlburt will be back for an-
other wonderful season. If you are interested in having your 
child participate on the Developmental Team, please contact Mato 
Parker at (559) 287-1144. 

Yosemite Hospitality will be putting 
the temporary rink in the same lo-
cation it used to be in...not the 
same as last year but probably the 
same size as last year. stay tuned 
for info about Hockey and ice skat-
ing program.  If you are interested 
in helping with these activities this 
winter please contact one of our 
board members. 

Hockey Ice Skating and New Rink 



2017 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
Last spring the YWC awarded $9630 to 13 local 
youth for summer ski and snowboard camps, skat-
ing camps and for Ostrander Ski Hut fees.  The 
lucky winners were : 

Alex and Nathan Kunz, Nolan Lyle, and Cyrus 
Sberna for the Woodward Freestyle Camp 

Dylan and Madison Parker, Brendan Byrne and 
Lupin Amstutz for the Mt. Hood ski race camp 

Lucas Pieper-White for the LA Kings Pro Competi-
tion hockey camp 

Sydney and Liam Keeton, Dawn Canapary Autumn 
Stock, and Lupin Amstutz for Ostrander Ski Hut.  

ScholarshipsScholarshipsScholarships   
I was awarded $1000 from the Winter Club and used 
it to attend a LA Kings Pro Competition hockey camp 
for one week in Santa Barbara. During this camp I 
met new friends, became a better hockey player and 
had the privilege of meeting some former NHL ath-
letes. I learned skills such as slap shots and body 
checking correctly. This camp was located on the 
campus of UC Santa Barbara and we ate all meals at 
the dining hall. I had so much fun and I hope these 
skills will better prepare me for my dream of playing 
for the Boston Bruins of the National Hockey League.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am the player on the right going after the puck.  The 
competition was stiff as a lot of the players are on 
travel teams that play all of the time and all over the 
country.  Players came from as far as Mexico, Cana-
da, and Europe.  The coaching staff was amazing.  
We had to coaches who are on the LA King’s equip-
ment staff and they have worked with the pros every 
day.  We also had some Former NHL Players coach-
ing and NCAA players helping out.  I learned tips 
straight from the pros, such as how to roll my blade 
for accuracy.  You helped me get one step farther to 
my dreams!  Thank You Yosemite Winter Club! 

Lucas Pieper-White 

 

 

 
Nathan Kunz Woodward in Tahoe, “The coach-
es were so supportive and always gave advice 
inside the facility and out on the snow.  The 
snow was so nice because none of it was fake 
and there were super nice jumps.  The facility 
inside was stunning because it had more tram-
polines than I had ever seen before and I 
learned how to do a double front flip and flat 
spin. 
 
Alex Kunz said he learned to do a 540 on a 
large-scale jump, “and now I am much more 
consistently successful while doing 270s off 
boxes and rails.  I went to improve myself as a 
skier, but I also made new friends and had a 
great time.  Without the YWC support I wouldn’t 
have been able to make this wonder life experi-
ence and keep improving at something I love.” 
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This past winter, I went to Ostrander Ski Hut. I left on a 
Friday evening, after school, for the hut. After skiing in 
under the light of the Moon, I was greeted with some 
Skittles,hot chocolate, and dinner at around 10pm. This 
was a welcome change after hours of trudging through 
the cold with little energy after a full week of school. 
The following morning, I skied up East Point with some 
friends. There, we had lunch with an amazing view. Af-
terwards we traversed over to Ostrander bowl and 
back to the hut. For the next couple hours, some of us 
played word and card games. That evening we went 
sledding in Ostrander bowl. The next morning we skied 
out. Skiing out was much more enjoyable than skiing 
in, therefore, I would recommend taking a full day 
each.       Liam Keeton 

This past March I was able to go to the Ostrander Ski Hut on a scholarship through the Yosemite Winter 
Club and I had a phenomenal time.  The ski out to the hut along the Horizon Ridge Trail was sub-
lime.  This was the first time I’ve skied where I didn’t have to deski due to insufficient snow cover.  Upon 
our arrival at the hut, we were greeted by friends and a lovely dinner.  The next day the group of us 
teenagers made the trek up to East Point for a picnic with a panoramic view of the Sierra before a 
swishy ski down to the hut.  Then we spent some time in the hut playing cards and chatting.  Later that 
day, we went sledding on the other side of the lake before watching the sunset over the Coastal 
Range.  That night we spoiled ourselves with fondue.  The next day we had a leisurely start on our ski 
out; making it to the top of Horizon Ridge by noon where we took a group photo.      Sydney Keeton 

Cross-Country Scholarship Recipients 

Sylvie described her Ostrander experiences 
as magical, a magnificent winter wonderland, 
with an exhilarating ski down the bowl of 
sparkling snow.  Reflecting on what back-
country skiing means to her, she wrote, 
“Being out in the wilderness, with the rest of 
the world seeming so far away, is one of the 
best feelings.  I think everyone must experi-
ence this and regain their connection with the 
natural world, especially these days where 
material things make us forget what is really 
important.  Thanks to the Yosemite Winter 
Club, I was able to go to one of the most 
beautiful places on earth, that never fails to 
replenish my love and appreciation for Yo-
semite, for nature, and for the fellow souls 
with whom we can share the beauty of the 
world. 



Yosemite Freestyle 
Yosemite Freestyle program needs members!  Do you like to ski the steeps, do tricks, and learn to ski powder? Tom and 
Kelly Ronay would love to coach YWC members ages 10-18 as a developmental team...no comp or travel required f you 

would like to get involved please contact Tom Ronay teamyosemite@gmail.com 

check out our new and old style hats! 
 



2017/ 2018 Board 
President: Phyllis Weber  

Vice President: Claudine Ronay 

Membership Coordinator: 
Kathleen Pfeffer 

Treasurer: Virgie Bryan 

Secretary: Kim Marcis 

Ski Team Coach: Mato Parker 

Members at Large: 

Lucy Royse 

Rob Grasso 

Christy Hurlburt 

Hockey Coach: Dave Kari 

Yosemite Winter Club is one 
of the pioneer winter 
sports organizations in the 
United States. Since 1928, 
the Yosemite Winter Club’s 
mission has been to develop 
organized winter sports in 
Yosemite, to foster love for 
winter activities, to pro-
mote amateur competition, 
and to improve Yosemite’s 
winter sports facilities. As 
we conclude our 88th year 
as an active club, we contin-
ue to offer an unsurpassed 
celebration of winter sports 
in Yosemite. 

Promoting  Winter Sports 
in Yosemite Since 1928 

YWC Cross Country Section 

The Yosemite Winter Club Cross Country Section (YWCXC) arranges hut supported 
overnight ski trips into the backcountry of Yosemite National Park. The Yosemite 
Winter Club (YWC) is a non-profit organization bringing winter sporting opportunities 
to outdoor enthusiast since 1928. The Yosemite Winter Club Cross Country Section 
is a subsection within the YWC. Everyone who is a member of YWC is welcome to 
join the YWCXC Section.  


